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Your data private? Access
all areas Is on the cards
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b Mindster for Huaman Ser-

vices, Joe Hockey, wants to

comvinece Australians that

the most complex and ex-

e [T project in Aus

trallan hlstory - his proposed Access
Card - Is all abour our convenlence. 11
will, Hockey boasts, replace 17 other
cards: for example the Medicare card,
veterans' godd card and pensicner con-
cession card,

Sounds great, but most people don't
have 17 cards. They have just one: their
Mbedicare card, For maost of us this means
replacing our Medicare card with a
supercharged version chock-full of per-
sondl information.

A Medicare card has just a name and
Meclicars number. The new card has a
mamey, personal identification number,
slgnature and blometrle photograph. 1t
alsa has a digital chip thar can carry
medical information, address, emerg-
eNCy Contacts, concession status, even

n “electronic purse”,

Mal Brough, the Community Services:
Kliniser, Moated the notion of children
bundying an at chilkd cire; Hockey says
the card can be used as a shopping list,
ar be shown to prove concession status
for cheaper cinema tickets, Businessos
using your personal number could de-
velop clear ideas of your lifestyle and
spending - information that may have
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All sustralians over 18 will be photo-
graghed, with photos kept in an emor-
mous database. This database is to
prevent more than one card being issued
to any Australian.

Reducing welfare fraud is a good
thing. Peaple shouldn't make unjustified
claims. Bt photographing every achals
amd spending more than 51 billian Gand
pessibhy up to 55 billion) toissue ws all 1D
cards is an expensive and compley way to
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The Governowent won't say exactly hosy
enuch welfare fraud there ls. We do know
people claiming benefits in false identities
are only a small proportion of wrong pay-
ments. For years, suditors-general
have shown that Centrelink makes mis
tinkess the card won't fix. & also won'® stagp
people clalming n thelr ovwn names for
payments they aren't entitled o,

The aim of reducing frawd doesn’t
explain why the Government thinks most
Sustralians who aren’t claiming Centre-
link benefits neesd new 1D cands.

Privacy B not an absolute vight: yvou
can't clalm prlvacy protectlon when
youve committed a crime. But the
Government does have to give a decent
resson for reducing the privacy of L
ablding clizens.

When [dentity fraud s an Increasing
problem, why give criminals everything
they need to know about us in one I:l:I-I'l
venient bite-sized piece? Joe Hoc L-Ellr
says nob o worrys criminals wouldn
gel any more Informatlon than 1f they
stobe your wallet, Mogt people worry
wihen someone steals their waller.

The principal crimimologist with the
Swstralian Institute of Criminslogy and
the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation
have both said this card may make
icbentity frowd easber,

The Access Card might turn oul 1o be
“arcess all areas”. Professlonal criminals
iy be able to break into the card to get
electrenic information, or bribe a pukblic
servamt tor access to the database. The
other danger is simply that the boe of
the card will be usesd vo claim an identity
amply by Mashlng the card. {"That was
beferre 1 put anwweighe ¢ had my hair el
grew a beard.™)

Biometric photography - a way of
clectrenically reading photographs by
translating the measurements of the

hurmn Bece into umigque mathematicasl
formulise - is notoricushy unreliable, In
tears at alrporis, blometrde readers con-
fused similar-locking people. The

Sounds great, but
most people don't
have 17 cards. They
have just one.

Government itself claims biometric
readings are abowt 90 per cent acourate,

Wha will have arcess to the photo
graphle database? It may sound far-
ferched, bur withour this and other
information spelled out before the
Government starts buying technology,
it"s no wonder people are concerned
about privacy. Australian governments
are alresdy talking abow standardising
chosed-elreult TV technology natlonally.

Reports on the cand have been kept
secret of heavily censored before re-
l=ase, Alan Fels, commissionsd to review
the privacy issues surrcunding the card,
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atlong that were mored. The Do oo
sepdor publle servams In charge of the
card hawe resigned in alarm,

In April, the Government announced
its plans for a national 1D card were
sormpped, repliaced by the Access Card. Its
up ter the Government toexplain how this
4 not a natkonal [0 card - a high-tech
version of the Australia Card, a proposal
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