
Affordable and social housing is 
critical social infrastructure 
AN AUSTRALIAN EVIDENCE AND LITERATURE REVIEW 
BY A/PROF CHRISTIAN NYGAARD, SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY CENTRE FOR URBAN TRANSITIONS

Affordable  
and social 
housing can  
be a wellbeing,  
cash and 
cost-saving 
infrastructure 
across:*

Tenant support  
and service 
integration

Financial stress 
and household 

spending

Homelessness  
and tenure 

security

Overcrowding 
AND family  

functioning

Mental  
health and DV 

Employment and 
productivity** 

A JOINT SUBMISSION FROM NATIONAL HOUSING AND HOMELESS PEAK ORGANISATIONS WITH SUPPORT FROM STATE & TERRITORY REPRESENTATIVES.

*There is an important distinction between estimated benefits and the likelihood (incidence) of affordable and social housing resulting in benefits.   
A higher likelihood (incidence) results in a greater social return. The report provides details and estimates of both benefits and likelihood. The report 
focuses on estimates of benefits and incidence, it does not extend to a fuller cost/benefit analysis.



 

** Estimated benefit affordable housing project close to transport and jobs (Maclennan et al 2019). 
^ Funding gap based on positively geared built to rent model with 20% market rent discount in  

middle rent and land value areas in Sydney and Melbourne

Estimates of monetary benefits and savings: 

The report highlights two dimensions of social and 
affordable housing as essential social infrastructure:
Firstly, social and affordable housing as an independent effect on the wellbeing, productivity 
and cost-reducing outcomes for individuals and society. Secondly, social and affordable housing 
as a platform for unlocking additional individual and societal wellbeing, productivity and cost-
reducing outcomes for individuals and society. In both cases access and allocation rules will have  
a significant bearing on the wider social and economic benefits.

DOWNLOAD THE REPORT    https://www.communityhousing.com.au/our-advocacy
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