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MEDIA RELEASE
NHFIC Social Bond Report 2020–21 released
Wednesday 27 October 2021, Sydney, Australia
The National Housing Finance and Investment Corporation (NHFIC) released its Social Bond Report for 2020–21. NHFIC’s Social Bond Report provides insights into bond issuances, including borrower profiles and use of proceeds. 
Highlights include:
· Issuing 3 bonds – including NHFIC’s first sustainability bond and longest-tenor bond, and first floating rate note – raising a total of $805 million.
· Supporting more than 4,900 dwellings, with around two-thirds (65 per cent) of the CHP loans funded by the three bonds underpinning new housing supply.
· Provided 9 community housing providers with an estimated $161 million in fee and interest savings, through longer tenor and lower-interest loans.
· Continued to attract private investment into social and affordable housing in Australia, by growing NHFIC’s investor base domestically and offshore, with 7 new offshore investors.
· Meeting the housing needs of a range of cohorts including vulnerable women, indigenous households, and people with disabilities.
Commenting on the report, NHFIC Chair Adrian Harrington said: “We’re pleased with the performance of the Affordable Housing Bond Aggregator in helping the community housing sector access lower-cost and longer-tenor funds. Issuing six bonds totalling nearly $2 billion is a significant achievement for an organisation that is just three years old. 
“Our third Social Bond Report shares the inspiring work of our community housing partners and provides tangible evidence of the critical role institutional investment can play in supporting social and affordable housing. The strong support we have received from the institutional investors bodes well for social and affordable housing becoming a more established investment asset class in Australia.”
The report also includes profiles of the community housing providers supported by the bonds issued during the financial year. The 2020–21 profiles in the report include: Building Communities (Vic), Common Equity Housing Limited, Foundation, Housing Choices SA, Housing Choices Tasmania, Mission Australia, Pacific Link, SGCH Group and Unison.
- ENDS -
Media contacts:
Turi Condon | turi.condon@nhfic.gov.au | 0409 304 607
Rae Addison | rae.addison@nhfic.gov.au | 0458 821 863
About NHFIC
Our mission is to improve housing outcomes for Australians. Established in 2018, NHFIC is a corporate Commonwealth entity that provides long-term and low-cost finance and capability building assistance to registered community housing providers (CHPs) to support the provision of more social and affordable housing. NHFIC lends, invests and provides grants to help finance the critical infrastructure needed to unlock and accelerate new housing supply. NHFIC supports home buyers by administering Government schemes that help them purchase their home sooner, and undertakes independent research into housing supply, demand and affordability in Australia.
For more information and the latest data on our achievements, visit our website.
About NHFIC bonds and the AHBA
NHFIC’S Affordable Housing Bond Aggregator (AHBA) provides loans to registered CHPs, by aggregating their lending requirements and financing them primarily through the issuance of government guaranteed bonds in the commercial finance market. This allows funding to be raised at a larger scale and on different terms than could be achieved by individual CHPs. The issuance of bonds also facilitates greater private and institutional investment in the community housing sector. 
The AHBA uses a ‘pass-through’ model to provide greater funding certainty and more affordable long-term finance to registered CHPs. The savings are passed on to providers in the form of reduced borrowing costs and refinancing risks, enabling them to expand their operations and the supply of social and affordable housing. The AHBA is supported by a $1 billion line of credit provided to NHFIC by the Australian Government. 
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